Gulf Gender Alliance 


A Renaissance Chapter 


Vol. VII, No. 9 


Ss 
DIANE’S DIARY 
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Diane Tanner 


We had a wonderful presentation at the 
August meeting by Harold and Jay from 
MAC cosmetics at Dillard's in Metairie. 
Thanks to Charlotte for coordinating things, 
and who deservingly was the recipient of a 
great make over. 


We will finalize most of the arrangements 
for Pride at the September meeting, including 
staffing the outreach table, float building, and 
parade participation. Based on the latest 
show of hands, we've got enough people 
planning to help to cover most of the bases. 
We're still looking for voluntary 
contributions to help defray some of the float 
costs. 


It has been a busy month for me. So busy 
that I have the option of writing a long 
column detailing events or a short one due to 
the many distractions I can blame for limiting 
‘the hours I have had available for 
composition. I'll pick short. One item I will 
note is both Crystal and myself were elected 
to the Executive Board of the Lesbian and 
Gay Community Center of New Orleans. 


It's somewhat amazing how Transgender 
people have gone from being the token 
member to being some of the vital links in 
several GLBT organizations in less than 10 
years. Other notable local TG achievers 
include Jamie who is the new Vice Chair of 
the Mayor's Advisory Committee of GLBT 
Issues and active with Project Lazerus, and 
Courtney who is on the Board of Directors 
for LAGPAC and is the Regional Director 
for PFLAG. Crystal is also on the Pride Fest 
Board, and I'm serving as Secretary for the 
MAC. Several of us also put in a lot of 
volunteer time with most of these 
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organizations and serve in various 
capacities. To be somewhat flippant, I 
guess we have a lot to take pride in. The 
bigger point is that we are able to do these 
things, and that the path has been cleared. 
Serving on the GGA Board is a good place 
to start. And on that note, it was great to 
see all Board members and Officers at the 
last meeting for the first time this year. 


OOOOLOHDOOOOOOOVOOH 
For The Record 
Crystal Little 
Hi Girlfriends! 


Time for my once and a while soap- 
box. I made the August meeting, and Cissy 
informed me that she expected to have a 
column from me this month, or else. I for 
one do not plan on finding out just what her 
or else is. 


Sometimes I wonder where we as a 
group, andas individual Transgenders are 
wanting to go and the direction we should 
be going in. 

Everyday I read of somewhere in the 
country and world of another TG found 
beaten or killed for expressing who they 
are, and how they feel about themselves. 


We, as TG's in New Orleans enjoy an 
acceptance found in so few places. Crimes 
against TG's can and do happen here in 
New Orleans. But they are few and they 
seem to happen to our drag sisters more 
than us. 


As an organized TG group of long 
history, one of our tasks is do as much to 
support all people that perceive themselves 
as transgendered. We should find our- 
selves doing as much in our community as 
we can to ensure a safe, productive envi- 
ronment for all. We have many young 
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people out there that are TG. And they de- 
serve all the help and protection that we as 
adult TG's and TS's can give. 


We need to find our way out of the meet- 
ing rooms and into the streets waving our 
banner high, and proclaiming our rights and 
needs. 


QOOOHOOOOOOHOOOOO 
E-MAIL LISTINGS 
(E-mail Corrections to TiaC@juno.com) 
GGA: Info@gga.org; Presidentc@gga.org 
GGA Web Site: http//:www.gga.org 


Dr Dianne Bailey: dbbailey49@hotmail- 
.com 


Robyn C: CCTWINS@aol.com 
ICTLEP: ICTLEPHDQ@aol.com 
Sandy S: SANDYCCE@aol.com 
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JoAnn D: JRDET@mindspring.com 

Crystal Little: CrysGGA@juno.com 

Lucette Worrel: luworrel@aol.com 

Nancy B: Webmistress@gga.org 

Carla Wild: CarlaW591@aol.com 

Nancy S: Stressgone@aol.com 

Shoe Express: West@shoexpress.com 

Michelle Ryan: MichelleRy@aol.com 

Cissy Conley: TiaC@juno.com 

Lee Mymick: nuttslanding@juno.com 

Chris K.: Chrise@concentric.net 

http://www.concentric.net/ ~ chmse/IN- 

*EX.HTML 

Marie Denise Gallagher: ladym1871 

@aol.com 

Donna & Shirley O: pttlov@bellsouth.net 

@aol.com 

Bobbie N. Hougland: Nicole2u@aol.com 

Donna & Shirley O: pttlov@bellsouth.net 

Allison Thomas: designs@fastband.com 

Noelle F: Noellextv2000@aol.com 

Jenni Beer: Jennijoyride@aol.com 

DeeDee: deedeenola@hotmail.com 

Zelda W: zeldanola@yahoo.com 

N.O. TG E-mail Club: bttp://clubs.yahoo. 

com/clubs/transgenderedneworleans 
ODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

LAGNIAPPE! 


{This is your column! The articles submitted 
are generally from our readers. We will 
publish your pet peeves; yes!, even your 
positive comments if you happen to like some- 
thing we've done. etc. It doesn't have to be 
more than a line or two, if long-enough, we 
will normally publish it as a full article. It 
can be marked 'anonymous', but we do need 
to know who it was submitted by. It can even 
be a ‘personal’ as long as it fits our general 
policy as outlined in the bylaws and as sum- 
marized in our outreach brochure. -ed} 


OOOOOOOHOOOOOOOO 
For Sale 


valkyra@angelfire.com 
For sale: One pair of Amoena con- 
tour-teardrop Symmetrical silicone breast 
forms, cup size B, second hand but in excel- 
lent condition, $200, originally priced at $400. 
Contact Laura at: (504 ) 887-8966. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOVOO 
I AM WOMAN 


Paganw@aol.com 


I shave my legs, 

I sit down to pee. 

And I can justify any, 
shopping spree. 

Don't go to a barber, 

but a beauty salon. 

Can get a massage, 
without a hard-on. 

I can balance the checkbook, 
Can pump my own gas. 
Can talk to my friends, 
about the size of my ass. 
My beauty's a masterpiece, 
and yes, it takes long. 

At least I can admit, 

to others when I'm wrong. 
I don't drive in circles, 

at any cost. 

And I don't have a problem, 
admitting I'm lost. 

I never forget, 

an important date. 

You just gotta deal with it, 
I'm usually late. 

I don't watch movies, 

with lots of gore. 

Don't need instant replay, 
to remember the score. 

I won't lose my hair, 
I don't get jock itch. 
And just cause I'm assertive, 
Don't call me a bitch. 
Don't say to your friends, 
oh yeah, I can get her. 
In your dreams, my dear, 
I can do better! 

Flowers are okay, 
But jewelry's best. 
Would you look at my face, 
Not at my chest! 


j 


I don't have a problem, 
with Expressing my feelings. 
I know when you're lying, 
You look at the ceiling. 
Don't call me a girl, 
A babe or a chick. 
Iam a WOMAN, 
Get it, 
you prick?! 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOHOO 
The Transgender Fund 
P.O. Box 2132 
Southeastern, PA19399 
Gulf Gender Alliance 
P.O. Box 56836 
Now Orleans, LA 70156 


In Re: Donation & Pledge, TG Fund 


On behalf of the Board of Trustees of The 
Transgender Fund and indeed all transgender 
brothers and sisters everywhere, I want to 
thank each member of the Gulf Gender Alli- 
ance for their generous donation and pledge 
to The Transgender Fund. As requested, the 
first month’s donation of $25.00 will go 
toward our Christie Littleton Initiative. I 
emailed both Phyllis Frye Esq. and Alyson 
Meiselman Esq. this morning about what 
your organization is doing. I am sure they 
will be very pleased. 


This is the first time any community non- 
profit organization has contributed to the 
fund! You cannot believe how gratified we 
are. You have set a magnificent example fo 
all of out transgender groups. aaa 


We pledge to you that all of the contribu- 
tions you make are invested wisely in the 
development of our Community. 

I am including a copy of an article we 
wrote that appeared in Transgender Forum 
earlier this month. If you would like to pub- 
lish it in your newsletter, I am sure I can get 
Cindy Martin of TGF to grant permission to 
do so. Just let me know. 


Again, thank you all so very much for 
your caring and thoughtful contribution and 
pledge. 


Sincerely, 
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All Advertisers Guaranteed T@ Knowledgeable and Friendly! 


elassic 
concepts 


Kent M. 
Richard 


A full service salon located in the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 
444 St Charles Ave New Orleans, LA 
(504) 588-9944 

{Kera@Bellsouth.net} 


Tuesday-Saturday 
11 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 


Kathleen's Kloset 
Consignment-Resale 


Boutique--Sizes to 28 


915 East Pass Rd Gulfport, MS 
(228) 896-9159 


Jolée Lé Belle Wig 
Shoppe 
Complete Styling Service 
David Drive Metairie, LA 
(504) 454-3048 Myrle McArthur 


(228) 864-2441 Gulfport, MS 
1804 25" Ave (Hwy 49) Rochelle 


AURORA 


Melanie Cuevas 

P. O. BOX 922 
(ritareno01@aol.com) 
Kosciusko, MS 39090 

(662) 289-3631 


Need More Information? 
Go to the Number One Source 
for TG News: 

News and Views 
24 Pages every month; $40/year 
Renaissance 
987 Old Eagle School Rd; Ste 
719 
Wayne, PA 19087 


Sexology Specialist 
Therapy & Consultation 


Dianne Bailey, PhD 
AASECT Certified Sex Therapist 
3326 Prytania (504) 899-5754 

New Orleans, LA 70115 


Jeffrey T. Reeder 
Attorney at LaW 
3723 Canal St (504) 488-1188 
Beeper 551-3957 Fax 488-6302 
www.cwlaw@neosoft.com 


Mary Kay, South MS 
Lucette Worrel 228-467-1286 
Independent Professional Beauty 
Consultant 
113 Leonhard Avenue 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 


Southern Electrology 
Linda S. Johnson, C.P.E. 


201 Gordon Crocket (318) 837-5580 
Lafayette, LA 70503 (office) 


SHOE EXPRESS 
Ladies Sizes 9-15 
All Widths 
Plus Size Lingerie and Stockings 
CALL FOR CATALOG 
~ 1-800-874-0469 
(318) 235-5191 
Lafayette, LA 
www.shoexpress.com 


Nails by Tina 


PROFESSIONAL, COMPLETE 
NAIL CARE 
4242 B Popps Ferry Rd. 


Diberville, MS 39532 
(228) 396-3006 


Open 6 Days A Week 
Mon-Sat: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


Celtic Desktop Services 


Graphics and Document Publishing 
14641 Beerchnut St 
Suite 135 
Houston, TX 77083 
Marie D. Gallagher 
President 


281.508.6018 

pager: 713.615.4276 

fax: 281.615.5782 

e-mail: ladym1871@aol.com 


a goya salon 


corrective hair specialists 


12646 #2 Jefferson Hwy 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 


lynn 225-751-4691 


The New You 
Mastectomy Products 
(Benita or Duane) 


Backstage Styling Salon 
Wigs, Hats & Turbans 
Ste E (upstairs) (504) 646-0256 
1169 Robert Blvd Slidell, LA 70458 


Serenity 
Place 


Lydia K Constantin RN LCSW 

Psychotherapist 2400 14th St 

228-822-0800 Gulfport, MS 39501 
Sexual Dysfunctions 
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iitiMeeting Noticez:::::::: 
GGA CALENDAR-2000 If you wish to attend a GGA Meeting, 
September 9" Regular Meeting please contact us at the aforementioned 
September 24" N.O. Aids March address or call us at: 
Sept 23% & 24" Pride Weekend (504) 943-1999 
October 14" Regular Meeting This month's regular meeting will be 
{See members insert and stenopad held September 9" in our usual location in 
column for more information on the Greater New Orleans area. For those 
Regular Meeting locations & special desiring to dress in the room, it is usually 
events} open by 3:30 - 4 p.m. Changing must be 
completed by 6:30 due to special program. 
Board of Directors meeting is at 6:00 p.m. 
and General Membership Meeting at 7:00 
p.m. Meeting location information is 
included separately for members or guests 
who have been interviewed. 
OOOCOOOOOOHGOOOOOO 


PUBLICATION NOTICE 


This newsletter is a monthly publication 
of the Gulf Gender Alliance(GGA) a 
RENAISSANCE CHAPTER. Articles and 
information contained in this newsletter 
may be reprinted by other non-profit 
transgender organizations without 
advance permission, provided a copy is 
sent to Gulf Gender Alliance within 2 
months after the material is published 
and proper credit is given to author and 
source. 


__ The opinions or statements contained 
in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Gulf Gender Alliance. 
Contributions of articles and ads are 
welcomed, but ey be altered in the 
editing process with the author's intent 
retained, or may be rejected, whether 
solicited or not. Absolutely no sexually 
explicit material will be accepted or 
printed. Submissions of more than one 
page should _be accompanied by an 
‘SCI (or DOS text) file on 3.5" 
IBM/MS-DOS compatible diskette. 
(Word Perfect up through 9.0 also) 

The Gulf Gender Alliance is a non- 
profit support group for transgendered 
persons, Spouses and significant others 
are welcomed and are encouraged to 
participate. Also, members from related 
organizations, helping professionals, and 
approved guests are welcome when 
cleared through GGA's officers. Dues 
are $25/year for active membership and 
$15/year for associate membership or 
newsletter only. 

We will exchange newsletters with 
any similar group. roups that do not 
send a newsletter for 6 consecutive 
months may be dropped from the 
mailing list. Members who do not brin 
their dues current within 1 month o: 
their expiration date may also be 
dropped at the board's discretion. 

Our phone is: (504) 943-1999. 
All Club correspondence should be sent 
to: GG. 
P.O. Box 56836 
New Orleans, LA 70156-6836 
Submit articles and ads to: 

Cissy G, Conley 

P. O. Box 5085 

Biloxi, MS 39534-0085 

All. advertisements and articles must 

be received by the Thursday yollawine 


the second Saturday ot _the_ moni 
Otherwise, expect an ad itional months 
delay. 

Comments noted with -ed or {ed} are 
from the Flip Side Staff and should not 


Lingerie 
Shoes 
Accessories 


2120 25th Ave, Telephone 
Gulfport, MS 39501 (228)864-9144 


rn 


x 


“The professional application of permancat ascurst-lockiag: 
Epler «Lip Linee® Eqebreea 

Fall Lip Enhancement * Arvola Pigmentation 

Doctor Peggy Rudd Feucia Prior, RN, FAAM 
Cernnep DeRMA-TECHNICIAN 

Gender Consultant 2552-E Bicnville Blvd. 240 Fiscahower Dr, Suite E-2 

‘Ocean Springs, MS 39564 Hiloxi, MS 39531 
872-0531 388-2620 


P.O. Box 5304 (713) 347-6653 
Katy, TX 77491 FAX (713) 347-8747 


LION KING SIMBA 
~ P:0: BOX 4572 
BILOXI, MS 39535 
pagen767@hotmail.com 


PATRICK ELECTROLYSIS CLINIC _\\__ 


875-0834 . 
2552 Bienvile Bivd Sulte E-2 
Ocean Springs, MS 


ELECTROLYSIS. + 
MEDICAL CLINIC, INC. 


GGA Officers 


President Diane Tanner 
Vice-president Crystal Little 


be construed as belonging to the author EMC Omer Secretary/T peasurele Cissy Conley 
oF ay ihe sures . we Se ote ne Board of Directors 

ur E-Mail address_ is: aun 5 5 
Info@GGA.org. Send news articles to ue Opae Diane T, Crystal L, Cissy C, 


TiaC@juno.com Jo Ann Drusilla, Nancy B, 


Michelle Ryan & Shirley O. 


His. Mere Thur 10 AMC7 PM » Fri 9 ANd PM 
320-D Couthowe Rood 
1-800-278-4352 Guliport, Meatssippt 39507 


Diane Dale 
Chair, The Transgender Fund 
OOOOOOOOOOOHOHOOOO 


Thanks for Having Me 


Venus 


I'mthe girl from Houston. Just wanted to tell 
you that I had a wonderful time at the GGA 
meeting. You're a fine bunch of ladies and lots 
of fun too. 


Sorry that Tesha and I bolted earlier but we 
were both having to leave for home (Baton 
Rouge and Houston respectably) and wanted to 
see some French Quarter sites instead of sitting 
through the formal meeting and dinner across the 
street. Next time we'll be more settled down and 
New Orleans won't be such a novelty. 

However, I did want to join the group and I'll 
just go ahead and pay full $25 membership even 
though I'm actually a resident of Houston. I've 
been in the Houston Crossdressers Club and I 
know that every dollar helps. We were always 
short of funds. I'll be back to New Orleans soon 
for a makeover by one of the MAC guys if 
nothing else. 


http://members.tripod.com/—venus sw/ 
QOOOOHOOOOOHOOOOH 


KAREN’S KORNER 
Karen Louise Scott 


Our August meeting was really great, what 
with new people, and those whom we don’t get 
to see very often. 

It was Raeneaux’s second meeting, and she 
was voted in with a round of applause 

Barrie S., from the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Area was there for her first meeting. Venus was 
visiting from Houston and Laura, who hadn’t 
been able to attend in quite a while were also 
there. It was great to have Cissy back. 


It was good to see Natalie and Carol as well 
as Lucette, Laurie and Julie and Crystal. 

I look forward to seeing all of them again 
soon. 

We had two guests from MAC Cosmetics, 
Harold (Sasha) and Jay. Harold is the supervi- 
sor and Jay his assistant at Dillard’s, Lakeside. 
They did a makeup demonstration using 
Charolette as the model. It was very informa- 
tive and I learned some things I knew about 
from art classes, but hadn’t put to use doing 
mak eup. For instance, using eye shadow to 
slim down your nose. Charolette really looked 
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good. Thanks to all three of you! 


Our general membership meeting was 
shortened and we covered Pridefest and 
the NOAIDS Walk. The fees for having 
a booth was higher than expected, but 
the membership voted to approve it. 


Donations to help cover the Pride 
Fest and float are being solicited. There 
will be more on this at the September 
meeting. 

After the meeting, several of us went 
to a couple of the nearby restaurants to 
top off a very nice evening. 

Hope to see everyone next time. 
Have a good month. 

QOOOOOODOOOOOOOO 


FROM THE STENOPAD 
Cissy G. Conley 


We had a very nice sized meeting 
with fifteen members and several guests. 
Raeneauax attended her second meeting 
and was voted in. Laura, who was a 
prior member a few years ago returned 
and re-joined. We had not seen 
Kertesha, who is now known as Tesha, 
in quite a while either. Her friend Venus 
was quickly interviewed and also was 
able to attend. She sent us a very nice e- 
mail which hopefully will be found in the 
Lagniappe column. Barrie from the Gulf 
Coast, whom I interviewed back in June 
was finally able to attend and she has 
promised to return in September to be 
voted in. I was going to say something 
about Michelle and Rene’ not having 
attended in some time, but I think she 
has been more regular than I have lately! 
It was good to be able to make a meet- 
ing; something which I haven’t been able 
to do in three months either. Oh, I didn’t 
mention Sandy or Courtney (Nancy) 
Sharp. 

We would like to especially thank 
Wendi for the delicious sandwiches she 
sent by way of JoAnn. She unfortunately 
had to be ‘rowing down the river’ in- 


OO __ 
ee a eS 


stead of being with us. 


Thanks to arrangements made by Charo- 
lette, we had an informative makeover dem- 
onstration by Harold assisted by Jay, cosme- 
tologists representing MAC Cosmetics at 
Dillards Lakeside Mall. Harold was very 
talented and using Charolette as a subject, 
demonstrated his talents in both day and 
evening formulations. Harold also entertains 
as Sasha Tyler and has promised to return as 
his alter ego in the future. You may see Sasha 
at Pride on the stage this year. Harold em- 
phasized that they were very TG friendly and 
all were welcome to come see them at the 
store, regardless to how you are dressed. 


Late breaking news, courtesy of JoAnn 
D. is that she was able to arrange for the 
Total Woman Boutique from Baton Rouge to 
attend the September meeting. The owner, 
Mrs Ruth Addison will be accompanied by 
her daughter Sherri Spillman. They will be 
showing breast forms and nightwear. Also, 
their beautician will accompany and show 
hair care. Many thanks are due to JoAnn in 
her coordinating meeting activities recently. 
I hope she runs for the board again! 


Board Meeting 

Diane read a thank you letter from the 
Renaissance Transgender Fund concerning 
our decision to pledge $25./month to the 
fund; earmarked for the Chrissie Littleton 
defense fund. The letter appears in the La- 
gniappe column this month. 


Michelle Ryan reported that Tyra 
Hunter’s mother had received a large settle- 
ment from Washington, DC. You remember 
her as an injured TS that the city paramedics 
refused to aid once they were in confusion 
over her biological sex. Michelle has sent us 
a more detailed accounting that appears 
elsewhere in this issue. 


Diane reported that the cost for Pride had 
increased from the $125 approved previously 
to $200. A motion was made to present the 
higher fee to the membership for approval. 
There will be no additional parade entry fee. 

The NOAIDS walk will be held on Sep- 
tember 24". It will start at the parking lot in 
front of the Municipal Auditorium and end at 
the Rampart Street entrance to Armstrong 
Park. The starting time is listed in Ambush 
and Impact. 

Coming events and meeting plans were 
discussed. 
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General Membership Meeting 

Our new Member, Raeneaux was voted in. 
The visitors, Barrie and Venus, were intro- 
duced. 


Diane read the thank you letter from the 
Renaissance Transgender Fund. 


The membership approved the increased 
Pride Weekend expense. 


Diane and Crystal briefly spoke on Pride. 
The Friday night before, September 29" is float 
construction at Jamie’s and Alyce’s. (I will 
have the time and location in next month’s 
members insert.) Also, on the 29" is the Les- 
bian Avengers March, starting at 8 p.m. at 
Jackson Square. This is a fun event! Pride starts 
the following morning at Armstrong Park and 
goes on for two days. Volunteers are needed for 
our outreach table and to assist elsewhere. 
Several members volunteered. This is a good 
opportunity to be out in public in a ‘safe’ envi- 
ronment if you are concerned about this. 

Other announcements include that Crystal is 
Co-Chair for the Lesbian and Gay Community 
Center and Diane is corresponding secretary. 
Crystal announced that the Louisiana Aids 
Quilt, previously kept in San Francisco (for 
lack of a home) is returning to Louisiana. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOHOO 


NATIONAL EVENTS 


Events can be posted up to 1 year in 
advance. All events have been 
posted through national 


advertisement or direct contact from 


the promoter. GGA accepts no 
responsibility for the accuracy or 
content of these items. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Southern Comfort 
Atlanta, GA 


26 Sep-1 Oct 
P.O. Box 77591 
Atlanta, GA 30357-1591 
info@sccatl.org 
www.sccatl.org 
(404) 633-6470 
Renaissance 4" Intl Conf 
Crossdressing, Sex & Gender 
Oct 5th-8th 
Philadelphia, PA 
(610) 975-9119 
www.ren.orgt/4thcongress 
DOOOOOOOOOHOOOOO 
Fall Harvest 2000 
St Louis, Mo 
Oct 12-15 
P.O. Box 9424 
St Louis, MO 63117 
http://sites.netscape.net/ 
stlgf/FH/FH2000.htm 
ODOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Fantasia Fair 
Privincetown, MA 
Oct 15-22 
P.O. Box 354 
Dep Real 
Sagamore, MA 02561 -0354 
www. fantasiafair.org 
DOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


B. K. (Ben) Weston 
Enrolled Agent 
Tax Preparation 


& Consultation 
(504) 269-1468 
weston@cmpsource.com 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Transvestite Trial, 
Derrill Holly 
(MichelleRy@aol.com) 


Washington (AP) - The mother of a 
transvestite who died when firefighters 
mocked him after an automobile accident 
agreed Thursday to settle a lawsuit 


against the District of Columbia. 
“"No one should suffer because they are 


" 


different from other people," said Margie 
Hunter, who will receive $1.75 million from 
the city. The settlement ends an ordeal that 
began when she learned her son was denied 
lifesaving treatment as firefighters stood by 
and laughed. 


"This has never been about money, but 
about finding justice for my son," Hunter 
said. 

A jury of six women and two men found 
in December 1998 that Tyrone "Tyra" Hunter 
was a victim of discrimination and medical 
malpractice. The panel also held a physician 
at D.C. General Hospital liable for failing to 
provide care that might have saved his life. 


The jury awarded Mrs. Hunter $2.9 
million, but the city appealed the judgment, 
leading to Thursday's settlement. 


Hunter, 24, a hairstylist, was wearing 
women's clothing when the vehicle he was 
riding in crashed Aug. 7, 1995. When fire- 
fighter Adrian Williams slit open Hunter's 
pants to begin rendering medical aid, he 
discovered Hunter was male. 


Hunter's mother said Williams, who has 
since been promoted to the rank of sergeant, 
should have been fired for his insensitivity. 
She was also disappointed that Dr. Joseph A. 
Bastien, the D.C.General physician, still 
works in the emergency room there. 


The jury found Bastien negligent for not 
ordering a tube inserted in Hunter's chest to 
drain fluid around his heart. He also failed to 
prescribe blood transfusions for his patient 
although four units of blood were available at 
the time. 


"Tyrone was never treated properly," 
said Richard Silber, one of the attorneys who 
represented Mrs. Hunter. Silber and two 
other attorneys involved in the case first 
sought $330,000 in legal fees. 

Mayor Anthony A. Williams issued a 
statement that discrimination based on race, 
gender or sexual orientation will not be toler- 
ated. The D.C. Fire Department has launched 
a diversity and sensitivity. training program 
for its employees. The program will be 
named for 
Tyrone Hunter. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
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Dr Sharpe 
Penni Ashe Matz 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 

(Received from Nancy Cain 
<nancyjc@ifge.org > 
Editor's note: In recent Boston area news has 
been the story of one Dr.Sharpe, accused of 
murdering his wife. In today's news, various 
sources, including the one noted in this story, it 
was reported that Dr. Sharpe had a history of 
crossdressing (referring to his behavior as "a 
drag queen") and taking some of his wife's birth 
control pills to enhance his breast development. 
His attorney was quoted on one television news 
program as asserting that Dr. Sharpe's gender 
variant proclivities are not relevant to the crime 
for which he is charged. News pieces regard- 
ing Dr. Sharpe follow.] 

IFGE Responds to News Story Regarding Dr. 
Sharpe 

Press Release 

Waltham, MA 

July 19, 2000 

International Foundation for Gender Educa- 
tion (IFGE) Executive Director, Nancy Cain, in 
response to an article in the Boston Herald, has 
issued the following statement: 
While it may be true that Dr. Sharpe is 

indeed transgendered, his actions in no way are 
the norm for transgender people as a whole. 


The vast majority of transgender people (both | 


Female to Male and Male to Female) are aver- 
age citizens, working, raising families, and 
living as are the rest of the people in society. 

Dr. Sharpe is more than likely not a “drag 
queen" as stated in the Herald. His actions 
suggest that he may be a crossdresser or trans- 
sexual. Crossdressers are typically heterosexual 
males who, for various reasons, are compelled 
to dress in the clothing of the. opposite sex. 


Transsexuals are people, men or women, 
whose body is not congruent with their gender 
identity. According to the Harry Benjamin 
Standards of Care for Transsexuals, they are 
required to see a therapist before they begin 
hormonal treatment, live full time for at least 
one year in the gender opposite that of their 
birth sex, and before they can have genital 
reassignment surgery, see both a therapist and 
psychiatrist to get letters indicating that they 
have met the aforementioned criteria. 

So, the statement in the Herald that Dr. 


Sharpe " . . gobbled her birth control 
pills to enhance his gender-bending 
ways, . ." and that "He was a cross- 
dresser," seems to me to be 
sensationalizing the point that he proba- 
bly had transgender issues. The disturb- 
ing aspect of this type of reporting is that 
while Dr. Sharpe has allegedly commit- 
ted a most heinous crime in violating a 
restraining order and killing his wife, 
linking him and consequently his actions 
to the Transgender community in this 
way is totally irresponsible. 


Transgender people have a hard 
enough time dealing with their own 
gender dysphoria and the ensuing com- 
plications. To have an image of 
transgender people as murderers is doing 
absolutely nothing to make their lives 
any easier. Perhaps a little more re- 
search and education is required on the 
part of the writers at the Boston Herald. 
Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free 
Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 
Gender Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, 
America! Material distributed via GAIN is for 
research and educational purposes only and is not 
to be used for commercial gain. http 


OOOOOOOOOOHOOVOOO 
Gay Asylum 
David Kravets 
Associated Press Writer 

<MichelleRy@aol.com> 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) - A cross-- 
dressing, gay Mexican man persecuted in 
his homeland is entitled to asylum in the 


United States, a federal appeals panel 
ruled Thursday. 

The decision by three judges of the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ex- 
panded the social circumstances of perse- 
cution that immigration officials must 


consider during asylum hearings. 


Federal courts have already allowed 
asylum for a variety of political and 
social reasons, including a woman's fear 
of genital mutilation in her African 
homeland. Just last month, the 9" Circuit 
ruled that an Armenian who says he has 
was given an ultimatum to become a 
Communist or leave Armenia deserved 
another bid for asylum. 


The case decided Thursday involves 
Geovanni Hernandez -Montiel, a gay 


— 
SS —— 


Mexican citizen who dresses and behaves as 
a woman. 


He testified that he was harassed and 
persecuted by his family, school officials and 
police, who he said sexually assaulted him. 
He was also hospitalized for a week after 
being attacked with a knife by a group of men 
who called him derogatory names, he said. 


In 1995, he fled to the United States and 
requested asylum, but was denied At his 
hearing before immigration officials, a Latin 
American history expert testified that gay 
men with female sexual identities in Mexico 
are heavily persecuted by the police and other 
groups and are likely to become scapegoats 
for Mexico's economic and political prob- 
lems. The expert said Hernandez-Montiel 
faced persecution if deported to Mexico. 


Judge A. Wallace Tashima wrote that the 
appeals panel had determined that "gay men 
with female sexual identities in Mexico con- 
stitute a protected ~ particular social group’ 
under the asylum statute ... and that Geov- 
anni is a member of that group." 


The Board of Immigration Appeals had 
contended that Hernandez-Montiel should 
return to Mexico, saying he did not establish 
that he suffered abuse because of his mem- 
bership in a particular social group. 

The appellate panel ordered the board to 
reverse its decision and grant Hernandez-- 
Montiel asylum. 

ee KE 
From Resignation to Rebirth 
Rachel Miller 
RachelMill@aol.com 


In my last article I described a ministry 
proposal that I made to my Pastor in April. 
It was designed to help people develop a 
loving relationship with Jesus Christ. An 
underlying principle was that relationships 
must be based on truth not outward pretenses. 


In May my Pastor began a series of ser- 
mons focused on a return to basic Christian- 
ity. He poked at the comfortable congrega- 
tion urging them to go where God leads them 
and become contagious ministers of the Gos- 
pel. One mid-June Sunday his sermon was . 
such a direct parallel to what I had proposed 
that I felt as though he was asking for Mulch 
Pile volunteers. Yet, he had not responded to 
my proposal. I wrote him this note: 
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"I have felt a spiritual kinship with you ever 
since I found this church nearly two years ago. 
Your talks to the Inquirers' Class, weekly 
sermons and books all have spoken to my heart. 
They have encouraged me to believe that you 
understood the issues that I am trying to ad- 
dress. Your most recent series on radical 
Christianity is particularly close to my views 
and yesterday's sermon on being a witness 
seemed incredibly aligned with my proposal for 
a Mulch Pile Ministry. 


"Yet for all this apparent alignment of purpose, 
something is obviously missing since you have- 
n't responded to my proposal, a copy of which 
is attached. Please help me to understand! 
Could we meet to discuss this issue?" 


No response! A month later I phoned my 
Pastor. He wasn't in the office so I left a 
message asking him to please call to discuss the 
situation. Again, no response! After a month 
it became painfully obvious that my proposal 
was being stonewalled in the finest corporate/ 
political tradition. So in late August I exercised 
the only reasonable option and submitted my 
resignation: 


"It is with a sense of loss and regret that I 
resign my membership in__._-« The loss is 
attributable to no longer benefitting from your 
consistently practical spiritual teaching coupled 
with 's incredibly inspirational music 
program. I will miss them both greatly. The 
regret stems from being unable to engage in a 
meaningful dialog to convince you of the merits 
of my ministry proposals. 


"When I first told you about my cross-- 
dressing, you invited me into the church without 
condemnation. I thought you understood the 
issues I raised and had empathy for the situa- 
tion. Your teaching helped me to crystallize my 
ideas of a ministry. I thought we were on much 
the same track as you spoke repeatedly about a 
return to basic Christianity. Yet, my proposal 
to you has received no response. 


"I can only conclude that while you are 
acutely aware of the spiritual malaise of the 
membership and want to change it, the risks are 
high. If you make the congregation too uncom- 
fortable, they might toss you out along with 
radical Christians like myself. Sadly, by not 
confronting these ingrained attitudes, the resul- 
tant situation is a direct parallel of the military 
policy of "don't ask, don't tell" related to gays 
and lesbians. I can be a member as long as I 
blend in and don't make waves. So, the hypoc- 
risy of the church that so angered Jesus 2000 


years ago, remains alive and well in 
today's church. 


"These past two years have made my 
path forward very clear: 


* T must use my position as a cross- 
dresser who loves and follows Jesus to 
openly confront the un-loving, un-- 
accepting and un-Christlike attitude of 
the church. 


* T must affiliate with an open and 
affirming church where God's concern 
for the internal state of our hearts still 
supersedes the external worldly concerns 
embraced by other organizations. 

* T must link my ministry with the 
mission of my church home. 

“Perhaps in a small way I can help to 
redeliver the true good news of the 


Gospel - unconditional love and accep- 
tance for all of us from the Creator of 


all of us." 


I have been painfully aware of the 
"Christian Fort" type of church for some 
time. In this type of church the congre- 
gation hides inside and takes pot shots at 
the sins of passers-by. Members of the 
congregation never seem to recognize the 
seriousness of their own sins and are far 
removed from the intent of the Gospel. 


During this current experience I 
discovered something new about 
churches. There is also a "Christian 
Comfort Club" type of church. It is 
typically filled with like-minded people 
who appear outwardly nice and have 
everything together. But their exterior 
appearance masks a wealth of hidden 
issues and problems that are never dis- 
cussed. I found them to be just as far 
removed from the truth of the Gospel as 
the fort type. They need to be visited by 
a serious dose of afflicting the comfort- 
able before they can learn to comfort the 
afflicted. 3 


Shame on both types of churches! 


In an effort to condemn me, I've had 
“What Would Jesus Do" pushed in my 


" cross- dressing face countless times, but 


let's try a few new renditions of that 
theme: 

* What Would Jesus Do - About the 
self-righteous Christian Fort approach? 


He'd refer them to Matthew 23! 


* What Would Jesus Do - About the comfy 
church mentality? He'd refer them to the 
Church at Laodicea in Revelations! 


Whatever happened to the good news of 
the Gospel? Where is the unconditional love? 
The empathy? Grace? The Gospel is filled 
with admonitions against judging others yet 
many never tire of pointing out the sins of 
others. The Gospel is filled with commands 
to love each other yet the story of the Good 
Samaritan doesn't seem to apply to people 
who are different. 


Everyone has faults, problems and sins - 
BUT - the church of today has far bigger and 
more fundamental problems and they aren't 
being addressed. When will the church 
absorb the message of the Gospels and put it 
into practice? 

I can no longer be silent or defensive or 
tentative in the face of the church's lack of 
acceptance. My resignation from one church 
has led to a rebirth into a new life. That new 
life will include a more direct confrontation 
of the problems inherent in our churches with 
the goal of encouraging a restoration of the 
true Good News. 


I challenge you to read Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John. What do you think is the 
Good News message? Instead of telling 
others how they should change, ask yourself 
how that message should impact the way you 
deal with your faith? Your daily life? People 
who are different from yourself? 


Can you imagine how radically different 
the world would be if large numbers of 
Christians actually started iving! the faith they 
profess to believe in? 


Notes:: 


If you want to achieve a better understanding 
of the issues faced by cross-dressers (trans- 
vestites) and other transgendered people, 


“http://members.aol.com/rachelmill/bobo.h 
tm 


"> my book 


and"http://members.aol.com/rachelmill" 
transgendered web site will help. 


“http://members.aol.com/plantloveseeds" > - 
Planting Loving Seeds contains a copy.of this 
article, other spiritually-oriented articles and 
the complete materials from a spiritual semi- 
nar for transgendered people. 

Ifyou see value in these newSletters, please invite others 


to subscribe. There is no cost or obligation and they can 
stop at any time, Just have them send an Email to 
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rachelmill@aol.com with SUBSCRIBE in the body of the 
message. 


QOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Lesbians Seek Legal Marriage 
PRFrye@aol.com 


Ms. Jessica Wicks and Ms. Robin Wicks 
love each other. So much so that Robin chang- 
ed her last name to Wicks several months ago. 
Jessica is a male to female transsexual and was 
born as Grady Roland Wicks with an "M" on 
her birth certificate. Robin was born with an 
“B" on her birth certificate. They live in the 
area of Houston, Texas. 

Three weeks ago, with certified copies of 
their birth certificates in hand and with a copy 
of the recent Texas appeals court decision, 
Littleton V Prange, 9 SW3d 223, they went to 
the Harris County Clerk in Houston, Texas, for 
a marriage license and were denied. The 
Clerk's office said the two women were of the 
same sex and that Texas Family Code 2.001(b) 
prevented the issuance of a marriage license. 
The Harris County Clerk's office was not 
interested in following the law as dictated in the 
Littleton decision. 

Afterwards, the two Ms. Wicks' called their 
attorney, Phyllis Randolph Frye, who after 
hearing the accounting, reminded them that the 
Harris County Courthouse and Judiciary are no 
longer even a little bit friendly to transsexuals. 
(See Tim Fleck, “What's In a Name [and Sex] 
Change?" Houston Press 17 june 1999, page 
11, Also see Susan Borreson on same issue in 
the Texas Lawyer Vol. 15, No. 15, 21 June 
1999, and in the National Law J ournal vol. 21, 
No. 46, 12 July 1999.) "The last time I was in 
a Harris County Court was with a transsexual 
client. He was a hormone altered, muscular, 
bearded and handsome female to male transsex- 
‘ual. Even so, the Court's judge repeatedly 
called him a ‘her' and continuously referred to 
meas 'Mister' Frye," Ms. Frye told Jessica and 
Robin. 

But then neither are the 4th Texas Court of 
Appeals (San Antonio) or the Texas Supreme 
Court -- friendly to transsexuals, that is. In the 
1999 Littleton case, a forty-plus year old, male 
to female transsexual, who had genital correc- 
tive, reconstruction surgery over twenty years 
prior, who married her husband (with his prior 
knowledge of her corrective surgery) and lived 
happily with her husband for almost seven years 
before his death, and who sued a physician for 
alleged medical malpractice causing the death of 
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her husband, was told by the 4th Texas 
Court of Appeals in San Antonio in that 
1999 decision that her and her husband's 
respective genitals (vagina-penis) were 
irrelevant in the legal determination of 
whether the marriage was a legal, oppo- 
site sex marriage. 

The 4th Court stated that chromosomes 
were controlling instead of genitals. 


As neither this woman nor her dead 
husband had ever had their chromosomes 
tested, the 4th Court then presumed from 
her original birth certificate with an "M" 
and then presumed still further about the 
husband's to also be with an "M" (the 
4th Court never saw her husband's birth 
certificate either) that the couple were 
both born with XY chromosomes and 
were of the same legal sex. (The court's 
presumptions completely ignored the 
20,000 to 800,000 Texans who are 
Intersexed with neither XX or XY chro- 
mosomes.) Twice, the Texas Supreme 
Court was asked to hear this matter, and 
twice it refused. 

Last month, attorney Alyson Meis- 
elman of Maryland and attorney Frye 
filed a Petition for Writ of Certiorari 
before the US Supreme Court in the 
Littleton matter. (For details see Adolfo 
Pesquera, "Lawyer Ponders Effects of 
Transsexual's Case" in San Antonio 
Express News, 9 Ap 2000, page 7B. 
For the 4th Court's 1999 decision, the 
Meiselman-Frye Petition for Writ of 
Certiorari to the US Supreme Court, and 
other medical and legal information on 
the Littleton matter, go to 
http://christielee.net.) 


With the hostility of Harris County; 
with the Littleton decision being from 
Bexar County (San Antonio); with Texas 
Family Code 2.001(a) stating that a 
marriage license can come from ANY 
county of the state; and with a phone call 
by attorney Frye to the Bexar County 
Clerk's office to confirm it will issue a 
marriage license to Harris County Tesi- 
dents using birth certificates as identifi- 
cation; Ms. Jessica Wicks and Ms. 
Robin Wicks plan to apply for that mar- 
riage license on Wednesday, 6 Septem- 
ber 2000 at 2:30 PM, and afterwards 
hold a press conference on the north 
stairway entrance to the original Bexar 


County Courthouse, 100 Dolarosa Street, San 
Antonio, Texas. At that time, Jessica and 
Robin, attorney Frye and Ms. Sarah DePalma 
(of the Texas Gender Advocacy and Informa- 
tion Network, TGAIN, Ms. DePalma is 
available at rhost@flash.net) will present 
themselves for follow-up to this press release 
and answer questions. 


Because the Littleton decision clearly 
states that genitals do not matter, but that 
chromosomes matter instead; and because the 
Littleton decision clearly shows that chromo- 
some testing is not a requirement since it can 
be presumed from the original birth certifi- 
cate that an "M" has XY and an "F" has XX; 
and because the Littleton decision ignored the 
possibility that either Jessica or Robin could 
be one of the 20,000 to 800,000 Texans who 
are intersexed and have neither XX or XY; 
Jessica and Robin anticipate that the Bexar 
County Clerk Will Follow the Law as inter- 
preted by the Littleton decision and grant 
these two woman a legal, opposite-sex mar- 
riage license. 

We do not expect a problem from the 
Bexar County Clerk's Office. We assume 
that they are familiar with the Littleton deci- 
sion since it came from the 4th Texas Court 
of Appeals located in the adjacent building 
just next door. And We assume That They 
Will Follow the Law as Interpreted by 
That 4 Texas Court of Appeals and as 
Was Completely Ignored, Twice, by the 
Texas Supreme Court. After all, if the 
Texas Supreme Court is not concerned that 
genitals are no longer the legal test for the 
legal determination of sex, then why should 
the Bexar County Clerk! 


Jessica and Robin plan to be married ten 
days later on Saturday, 16 September, at an 
annual festival celebrating Mexican Independ- 
ence Day that is sponsored by the San Anto- 
nio Equal Rights Political:Caucus, SAERPC. 
Jessica and Robin are making plans at this~ 
time and hope to have an ordained minister 
marry them. Witnessing the legal marriage 
of this loving lesbian couple will be the les- 
bian, gay, bisexual, transgendered and sup- 
portive straight friends. 

(For more information on the wedding plans 
or about SAERPC, contact Tere Prasse at 
tere@amcinet.com.) 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
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TV Feared Breasts Would Explode 
Penni Ashe Matz 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 


[Received from Brenda Lana Smith 
<Brenda-Lana@blsmith. freeserve.co.uk> ] 


A transvestite performer was so afraid his 
breast implants would explode at altitude he 
would only fly to the Edinburgh Festival once 
they were insured for 500,000 US dollars. 

The promoter of Ladyboys of Bangkok 
received a frantic telephone call from Thailand 
as the stars of the show were preparing to 
check-in for their flight to the Scottish capital. 

Phillip Gandey, 44, said the star of the 
group, a 24-year-old transvestite called Poh, 
had been told her breast implants would explode 
as the aircraft gained height."I got a telephone 
call on Sunday afternoon from Bangkok airport 
from the manager of the show to say that one of 
the girls - one that I would say was the star of 
the show - was not going to fly," he said. 


"Whether it was a wind up from a friend or 
he had read it in the newspapers I don't now. 
Although the company are all boys many have 
breast implants and I've read stories about them 
rupturing before but never on airplanes. 

"J called the insurance company we deal 
with and got the cover for 500,000 dollars 
should anything happen to the implants. They 
are a show business and theatrical company and 
are used to dealing with last-minute requests. 


"I telephoned the guy I deal with up and said 
‘exploding breasts’ and he said ‘not at the 
moment'. Then I told him the story and he said 
'OK'. As long as he got my fax we were cov- 
ered." be 


Mr Gandey said he then telephoned the 
show's manager at Bangkok Airport and he 
reassured Poh, who is now in Edinburgh pre- 
paring for a three-week run at the theater festi- 
val.” : - 


He added: "It was more for re-assurance. 
The guys are ladyboys - that's what they do for 
a living so if something like that happened that 
would be the end of their livelihood." 


Mr Gandey was confident there would be no 
mishaps resulting in a claim and added: "I've 
insured dwarves to stand on a bed of nails 
before but never exploding breasts." 

{Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free Internet 
news service, brought to you courtesy of Gender Education 
and Advocacy, and It's Time, America! Material distrib- 
uted via GAIN is for research and educational purposes 


only and is not to be used for commercial gain. 
http://www. gender.org/gain} 
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He or She? 
Penni Ashe Matz 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 
[Received from Brenda Lana Smith 
<Brenda-Lana@blsmith. freeserve.co. 
uk>] 
Masculine Status Confirmed for Iowa 
Man 
CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa 

It took four days, but the Iowa De- 
partment of Transportation has finally 
decided that Ed Mathews is, indeed, a 
man. 

On Friday, Mathews went to the 
department's driver's license office to 
update the address on his license so he 
could apply for a gun permit. 

The clerk changed the address and 
asked Mathews to check the information 
on her screen before she printed his new 
license. 

"I looked at it for about 5 seconds, 
and I looked down at the bottom, and it 
said, 'F,' for female. And I said, ‘Wait 
a minute, what's this?'" 

The female designation, in fact, had been 
on Mathews' old license, but he'd never 
noticed it. 

The DOT clerk looked at the F, 
looked at Mathews and said she'd be 


-tight back.Forty-five minutes later, the 


clerk informed Mathews that a supervi- 
sor had concluded he must show a copy 
of his birth certificate before the depart- 
ment would.change the F on his driver's 
license to an M. 


"T said, 'That's ludicrous. ' I stepped 
back from the counter, about four foot 
away, and I said, "What do you think: Is 
it Ed or is it Edith?’" 

Mathews paid $1 for a new copy of 
his license with the new address and with 
his sex still listed as female. 

By late Tuesday, Kim Snook, a de- 
partment field services manager, con- 
cluded that the department should have 
made the change in Mathews’ sex desig- 
nation without need for a birth certifi- 
cate. 


{Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free Inter- 
net news service, brought to you courtesy of Gender 
Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, America! 

Material distributed via GAIN is for research and 
educational purposes only and is not to be used for 
commercial gain. http://www. gender.org/gain} 
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Baton Rouge Electrolysis Clinic 


Permanent Halr Removal 
for Men and Women 


Andria Heltz, Licensed Electrologist 


15366 Suite G * Old Hammond Hwy. © Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816 
Phone: 225-272-3370 © Email: andi7100@aol.com ¢ TG Friendly 
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COSMETIC LASER CENTER 


Baron J. Williamson, MD 
Medical Director 
Woman’s Hospital 
Physician Tower One 
9000 Airline HWY, Ste 105 
Baton Rouge, LA 70815. 
225.927.SKIN 


| Gulf Gender Alliance Page 10 


